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Firstly, in this item, how Council will progress work on other parts, we would like to raise a
cross-cutting issue: that is, the regulations, standards and guidelines do not adequately address all 3
types of mining - nodules (abyssal plains), cobalt crusts (seamounts) and sulphides (hydrothermal
vents).

This is a fundamental flaw and once again highlights the dangers of rushing through the
development of these regulations.  The proposed exploration regulations fail to separately address
each of the 3 types (and indeed primarily focus on nodule mining), and as we all know, the physical,
biological, environmental and other aspects of the 3 different types of mining are very different.

Mr President, we listened carefully to Nauru's intervention. That is important as Nauru’s triggering
of the 2 year Rule during the pandemic is the reason for this meeting, and we have pointed out
earlier that regulations must not be adopted in July 2023.

Nauru’s claim that DSM is necessary to combat climate change is a false narrative. If deep-sea
mining were to go ahead, it would only serve to extend the footprint of industrial extraction on the
environment- it would not replace terrestrial mining. This is not the time to fully canvass the
arguments made by Nauru and the false claims made by their contractor, The Metals Company. But
we will quote the words of TMC, made to the Securities and Exchange Commission:

“Impacts on CCZ biodiversity may never be completely and definitively known. For the same
reasons, it may also not be possible to determine whether the impact of nodule collection on global
biodiversity will be less significant than those estimated for land-based mining for a similar amount
of produced metal”. They also said “It is unknown how effective mitigation strategies can prevent
potential biodiversity loss and species extinctions.”

As we have also previously pointed out, it is a false narrative that the metals are needed for electric
vehicles . Technology is already moving away from deep-sea minerals, and battery manufacturers
are moving away from the use of nickel and cobalt. We have factsheets on our website about these
issues.  But finally, the Metals Company has been making a very different argument recently,
claiming that metals are needed for strategic reasons. 

Mr President, stepping back, we believe that the discussions we have had this session show very
clearly that the regulations, as well as standards and guidelines, are nowhere near ready and that
the institutional structure and function of the ISA are not fit for purpose. 

Adoption of the regulations in just over a year from now is a false and dangerous aim. It would signal

the commencement of deep-sea mining, and would be irreversible. The discussions here have

underlined and reinforced the need for a moratorium on deep-sea mining.


