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Recommendations for Action by the 

Ad-Hoc Working Group on Biodiversity Beyond Areas of National Jurisdiction

28 April – 2 May 2008

United Nations, New York

Urgent issues face the conservation and protection of the world’s oceans in areas beyond national jurisdiction (ABNJ). The DSCC urges States participating in the Ad-Hoc Working Group on Biodiversity Beyond Areas of National Jurisdiction (WG BBNJ) to develop concrete recommendations for consideration by the 63rd Session of the UN General Assembly when it meets in the latter part of 2008.  

The DSCC continues to maintain that a new implementing agreement to the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea is necessary to ensure that the duties to protect and preserve the marine environment and to conserve living marine resources and biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction are effectively implemented.  We recognize however, that it may take some time for such an agreement to be negotiated.  

In the meantime, the DSCC recommends that the WG BBNJ agree to or call for the following:
1.  The urgent and effective implementation of the provisions of UN GA resolution 61/105 related to bottom fishing, the long term sustainability of deep-sea fish stocks and the protection of deep sea biodiversity in ABNJ. The WG BBNJ should reiterate the call for a prohibition on bottom fishing in those high seas areas where the measures called for in paragraphs 83-86 of UN GA 61/105 have not been adopted and implemented by 31 December 2008. 

2.  A process for periodically reviewing the performance of Regional Fisheries Management Organizations and States in relation to UNCLOS, the implementation of UN GA 61/105 and generally recognized international principles and standards for the conservation and management of high seas fisheries and the protection and preservation of the marine environment in relation to the impacts of fisheries on the high seas. 
3. A mechanism to further advance discussions on an access and benefit sharing regime for marine genetic resources in ABNJ while allowing progress to continue on other issues and areas of concern related to the conservation and protection of biodiversity in ABNJ. 
4. The establishment of a Consultative Group to explore options for establishing networks of marine protected areas (MPAs) in ABNJ by 2012 consistent with the Plan of Implementation of the World Summit on Sustainable Development.  

5. Agree that States should meet the commitment to establish representative networks of MPAs in ABNJ by 2012 through voluntary measures and interim measures (based on science and consistent with international law) in the event that a new legal instrument has not yet been negotiated. 

6.  Welcome and endorse the work done under the auspices of the Convention on Biological Diversity with respect to criteria for the identification of areas of biological or ecological significance and scientific guidance for the establishment of MPA networks in ABNJ, including biogeographical classification systems, and urge the upcoming meeting of the 9th Conference of Parties to the Convention on Biological Diversity (19-30 May 2008) to adopt them. 

7.  Establishment of an IPCC-like panel for the oceans to provide a periodic and comprehensive scientific review of the health of the world’s oceans to inform and guide policy-makers. 
8.  The establishment of a Negotiating Group on flag State implementation recognizing that there are serious concerns in relation to flag State control over vessels operating on the high seas, including but not limited to the problem of IUU fishing. 
9. Recommend that the meeting of the UN GA Working Group on BBNJ be made a regular, ongoing, open-ended process. 

10.  Recommend that the General Assembly urge States, in its annual resolution on Oceans and the law of the sea, to ensure that all activities with a potential adverse impact on marine biodiversity in areas beyond national jurisdiction are subject to environmental impact assessments and to call for the preparation of guidelines for the implementation of environmental impact assessments and strategic environmental assessments for such activities with a view to ensuring such activities are regulated in such a way that they do not compromise ecosystem integrity.
Conclusion

 There are serious threats to the world’s oceans stemming from traditional and emerging human activities in areas beyond national jurisdiction such as overfishing and destructive deep-sea fishing practices..  Moreover, climate change and its wider impacts will increasingly exacerbate preexisting pressures Scientists warn that in addition to reducing greenhouse gas emissions, we must minimize existing stresses and protect ocean areas in order to maintain and restore marine ecosystem health and resilience. Both immediate, collective action and wider reforms in oceans governance are therefore essential. Adoption of the recommendations above by the UN Ad Hoc Working Group would go far toward achieving this goal.
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