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ENVIRONMENTAL NGOs CRITICIZE LACK OF PUBLIC
PARTICIPATION AND TRANSPARENCY OF SPANISH GOVERNMENT
IN WORLD FISHERIES MINISTERIAL CONFERENCE

Madrid, Spain —. NGOs committed to the sustainable use and conservation of fisheries
resources are concerned with the lack of transparency and communication of the
Spanish Minister of the Environment, Rural and Marine Affairs, Elena Espinosa
concerning preparations for the 5™ World Conference of Fisheries Ministers (1) in
Bayona, Spain, next week. The Spanish Government has invited to next week’s
conference more than 60 Fisheries Ministers from the five continents to adopt a
ministerial declaration bound to guide the future policy of sustainable fishing
worldwide.

“While Spain gathers Fisheries Ministers behind closed doors to discuss how to tackle
illegal fishing, pirate fishing vessels like the ‘Eros II’ could be sheltering in nearby
harbours despite express EU prohibition” (2), said Xavier Pastor, European Director of
Oceana, an NGO specialized in fisheries resources conservation and in marine
ecosystems management.

Despite repeated attempts by the NGOs Ecologistas en Accidn, Greenpeace, Oceana
and WWHF-Spain to obtain information about the content of the draft Bayona
Declaration, the Spanish Minister has not provided any details. Furthermore, a
proposal by the Pew Environment Group’s European Marine Programme, to organise
a dialogue with the participants on the eve of the conference was vetoed by Spain’s
Secretary of State for the Sea, Juan Carlos Martin Fragueiro.




“There can’t be sustainability without public participation and transparency”, said
Elvira Morote, co-ordinator of the Fisheries Conservation Programme of the Spanish
NGO Ecologistas en Accidn. “It's hard to understand why the Spanish Minister isn’t
interested in receiving inputs from environmental NGOs; the impression is that the
ministry hasn’t entered in the 21* Century where governments routinely work with
NGOs.”

Environmentalists have noted that next week’s Ministerial Conference in Bayona is
taking place on the eve of important negotiations at the UN General Assembly on
ocean management. While the majority of inter-governmental organisations have
considerably improved transparency in recent years, NGOs wonder why the Spanish
Government is gathering so many Fisheries Ministers behind closed doors in Bayona
one day before the UN meeting. “Less than three months before the Spanish
Government takes on the presidency of the European Union, their secrecy is setting a
bad precedent”, said Monica Verbeek, Executive Director of Seas-At-Risk, a European
NGO coalition headquartered in Brussels.

“A year and a half after the Spanish Prime Minister Jose Luis Zapatero decided to
merge the Environment and Fisheries administrations, there is a widespread
perception that the Spanish administration has forgotten that it is meant to represent
the interests of the entire population, and not just the fishing industry”, said Sebastian
Losada, Greenpeace international’s Marine Policy Adviser. “It looks like the Minister
and the Secretariat of the Sea haven't ‘changed the chip in their heads’, and act behind
the back of environmentalists.”

The ministerial conference on September 16" is going to be preceded by a series of
presentations in what the Spanish Government is calling the 1* Summit on Fisheries
Sustainability (3), with almost no NGO participation and any space for dialogue. Within
this framework, a 15 minute presentation by a representative of WWF has been
scheduled. “WWF has accepted the organisers’ invitation, despite being the only
environmental voice there”, said Raul Garcia of WWF-Spain. “The offer made to us is
very poor and we coincide with the rest of the ONGs in that our ministry still has a
steep curve to climb before it can claim a real environmental stakeholders
participation with a level of dialogue equivalent to what the fisheries industry and
other sectors enjoy”.

(1) www.mapa.es/es/pesca/pags/conferencia pesca/conferencia_pesca.htm

(2) http://oceana.org/sp/europa/prensa/comunicados-de-prensa/press release/0/1084

(3) http://www.worldfishingexhibition.com/cumbrepesquera/index.php
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